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The first edition of this popular practical text was published in 1996 and this second edition is 11 chapters or 150 pages bigger! It begins with background and diagnosis of pain and progresses to cover other aspects of pain and pain syndromes. It provides a practical step-by-step approach to pain management including behavioural and psychosocial aspects of pain, acupuncture, physical therapy and pain rehabilitation. Chapters on diagnostic and therapeutic procedures provide exact guidelines on how and why they should be performed. The section on acute pain covers pain in adults, children, burns and sickle cell crises. The section on chronic pain covers most topics which might be encountered in a pain clinic in an organized and detailed approach. The background and aetiology of each syndrome is well described. The book adopts a didactic approach to the pertinent points in history, examination and relevant investigations. Therapeutic options available for each syndrome are then explored with lucid and rational explanations for each.
Paediatric pain is included with chapters dedicated to cancer pain and acute pain. This new edition also addresses important topics which were not in the first. These include complex regional pain syndromes, back and neck pain, facial pain, opiate addiction, affective disorders and radiation therapy. In a third edition the chapter on therapy and investigation of back and neck pain should be improved. There many useful appendices including websites and a comprehensive formulary.
The way in which the topics are presented is very structured. This may not please everybody, but it is a handbook and not a textbook! These reviewers believe it will be a most useful book for trainees in anaesthesia or pain medicine, or for anaesthetists as a general vade mecum.
C Amongst its fauna, Australia has the world's most venomous animals including snakes, spiders, ticks, ants, jellyfish and other marine creatures including the platypus. Because of this the first edition of this book, published in 1983, was a landmark text on a subject of importance to all Australian medical practitioners. The second edition has been eagerly awaited and does not disappoint. It is a larger totally revised book and includes much new information.
The largest sections cover snakes, marine envenomations and spiders, areas where the authors have made significant contributions to science and practice.
The section on snakes begins with an introductory chapter on venoms, snake biology and identification and first aid. Then follow detailed chapters on each family, genus and species that include historical notes, distribution, identification, venoms, clinical features and management. Each concludes with interesting case reports which detail the clinical course of envenomations, both treated and untreated.
Subsequent chapters on other animals follow a similar pattern. There is a liberal number of superb detailed colour photographs of the animals, their envenomating apparatus and clinical photographs of victims.
The material is very up-to-date and deals with such current controversies as premedication before antivenoms, nematocyst inhibition and compressive bandages in marine poisonings.
The principal author devoted his working life to Australian toxinology and his contribution is unparalleled. It is fortunate that before his death in 2001 he was able to pass on his wealth of knowledge in this book. Those with an interest in the area will purchase their own copy and read it from cover to cover. It should be readily available in every library, emergency department and intensive care unit in Australia for rapid reference. Its contents fully justify its cost.
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